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A. PURPOSE
This policy establishes a means for individuals or entities of Yolo County to make donations to the
County in support of services or programs that the public identifies with. To this end, this policy
recognizes the need to avoid any appearance of an apparent or de facto conflict of interest that may result
if the County accepts donations from any person, business, or other organization that has a financial
interest in any present or potential County action. It is also intended to insure that donations be in the
County’s best interest and managed in accordance with best practices.
B. APPLICABILITY
The donation policy provides those in the community with various philanthropic interests the
opportunity to give through memorials and donations. It is not intended to compete with other nonprofits or “friend” groups with which the County works; but, rather, to provide those that specifically
are interested in County programs or projects the opportunity to give.
C. DEFINITIONS
1. Donation
As used in this policy, a donation means anything of value that is given to the County by a non-County
source without any reciprocal exchange required of the County, or any officer or employee of the
County.
2. Restrictions or Conditions
As used in this policy, a restricted donation is one upon which the donor has placed restrictions or
conditions of any kind limiting the use of the donation by the County.
3. Designation of Purpose
The donor may, without specific restriction, designate the use of funds for established programs or
services of the County. Currently, the available programs or services are identified as:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Animal Services
Emergency Response (natural disaster/event)
Food Security
Foster Youth
Homelessness
Parks and Recreation
Victim Assistance
Library
Other – donor specified or general purpose
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D. POLICY
1. Unrestricted donations made to the County of Yolo, or an administrative subdivision of the
County of Yolo:
a. The County Administrator or his or her designee may accept an unrestricted donation with a
fair market value of up to $50,000, upon determination that said donation is in the best
interests of the County. As used in this policy, the term “best interests of the County” means
that acceptance of the donation will enhance the County’s ability to provide public services
and/or carry out its governmental objectives without presenting any appearance of
impropriety.
b. The Board of Supervisors may accept an unrestricted donation with a fair market value in
excess of $50,000.00, upon determination that said donation is in the best interests of the
County.
2. Restricted donations made to the County of Yolo, or an administrative subdivision of the County
of Yolo:
The Board of Supervisors may accept a restricted donation made to the County or an
administrative subdivision of the County upon determination that such donation is in the best
interests of the County and that the County is ready and able to comply with the restrictions or
conditions put on the donation by the donor.
3. Donations to County programs must be consistent with established goals and objectives for the
individual program, and/or the County as a whole.
4.

In cases where the donation is not consistent with the County’s adopted goals or policies, staff will
attempt to identify alternatives for the donor’s consideration and approval.

5. All donations, other than cash, shall be considered "donations for public improvements" to the
County for the enjoyment of the County’s citizens. They will not be considered private or
proprietary assets.
6. All items purchased or accepted by donation will receive standard levels of maintenance during
their normal life expectancy.
7. The County reserves the right to decline any donation.
~~~
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